
The disease is a�ecting about 20 of the 
approximately 65 species of Caribbean corals, 
including the emblematic and massive brain, pillar 
and star corals.

A�ected corals die quickly in days or weeks, 
depending on their size.

A disease outbreak began in Florida four years 
ago, with several other Caribbean countries 
reporting corals with similar symptoms.

It has now been reported along the coast of 
Quintana Roo and could soon extend to the whole 
Mesoamerican Reef.
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Numerous corals are getting sick 

and quickly dying.

E�orts are still under way to identify the cause of 
this outbreak. However, a strong contributing factor 
may be water quality degradation due to inland 
pressures such as poor waste water treatment and 
mangrove loss. 

The MAR spreads along more than 1000 km of coastline and
provides numerous benefits to the whole region:

Tourism attraction that generates hundreds of millios of dollars per year.
Coastal protection against storms and hurricanes.
Habitat for economically important species.

Causes

The Mesoamerican Reef (MAR)

Intervention actions

Government, universities and NGOs are 
monitoring the spreading of the epidemic, 
taking management actions and testing 
treatments to limit its propagation. 

If you see corals with signs of disease, please:

As preventive measures, we recommend:

Do NOT touch corals.

Avoid resuspending sediment while 
swimming.

Do not visit disease-free sites after 
infected ones, do not become a 
spreading agent.

Rinse your diving/snorkeling gear 
with 5-10% chlorine.

Do not use sunscreen.

Avoid ocean contamination.

Take pictures

Record a GPS point
(if possible)

What to do?
What is happening to corals?

Report to the following emails:


